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KCRUSH' INTERVIEW

WITH FASHION DESIGNER LIM WOO JUN OF IRYUK

Lim Woo-jun is a Korean fashion
designer who is the founder and
creative director of the fashion brand
Iryuk. He debuted his brand in 2018,
and since then, Iryuk has gained
recognition for its unique designs
and has been featured in various
Jashion events and shows.
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Please introduce the 'Iryuk' brand to
KCrush readers who are enthusiastic
about Korean culture. We want to know
the meaning of the brand name and the
story of the brand's birth as well.
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Our brand is based on a genderless look that
focuses on destroying the stereotypes of age and
gender as its main feature. Based on an
experimental motive of communication
between fashion and philosophy, we are
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developing our brand by rejecting habitual
rules and fixed ideas in the construction of
clothes, and through research and
experimentation that destroys conventional
practices.

Like many students of fashion, I thought it
would be a good idea to launch my own brand
when I began studying fashion. I set a goal to
launch my own brand before turning 30, after
working in a company after graduation. Once I
had the skills to bring my ideas to life, I
launched the brand. The name 'Iryuk' means
'take off' or 'ascend' in English, and I also liked
how the visual appearance of the English
spelling of 'Iryuk' looked. The pronunciation of
'Tryuk’ sounds the same as the number 26, so I
thought it could be used as a symbol for the
brand as well, and that's how I launched the
brand as 'Tryuk'.
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Could you please briefly introduce

yourself to our readers? Including your
career history?
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Lim Woo-jun and Iryuk have participated in
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several notable events and shows, including;:
In 2018, Lim Woo-jun launched his
brand, Iryuk.
In 2019, Iryuk participated in the K
Fashion Audition fashion show and fair,
as well as the Seoul Fashion Week GN'S
Trade Show.
The same year, Iryuk was selected to join
the LEDOME SHOWROOM and HI
SEOUL SHOWROOM and was part of
the KOTRA Japan Fashion Road Show.
Iryuk also entered W Concept, 29CM,
Musinsa, and other fashion markets.
Iryuk participated in the Seoul Fashion
Weekin2021,2022,and 2023.
In 2022, Iryuk was a finalist in the Next
Label survival program, which was
broadcasted on television.
In 2023, Iryuk participated in the
Fashion Kode 2020 S/S show and exhibition.
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You are making great achievements at
quite a young age. When did you decide
to become a fashion designer?
Who/what helped you in the process of
getting started?
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I decided to become a designer while I was still
in design high school. At that time, I enjoyed
wearing clothes by Japanese designers, but it
was difficult to access overseas clothing, so I
had to buy them through secondhand
transactions. Through this process, I began
studying about designers and became naturally
interested in pursuing a career in fashion
design.
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“Born in Seoul” is written at the bottom
of the brand name of 'Iryuk',; which
shows your love for Seoul. Can you

elaborate on what does Seoul mean to
you? What kind of image of Seoul do you
want to convey to the world through the
'Iryuk' fashion?
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Seoul is where I was born and raised. Through
my fashion brand, I want to showcase that deep
and meaningful designs can be created by a
designer who grew up in Seoul. I want to convey
the message that Seoul is a city that inspires and
influences creativity.

Q5.'0|2'0| T M &2 221017t 22 %o 2 0]
HEHE 2 7L} 7 T AP Z.ﬁr*'L—IUF’

What is the fashion philosophy and
vision of 'Iryuk'?
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There are various fashion philosophies of
Tryuk,' but most of all, we strive to present
unique and profound designs that are not easy
and anyone can't make. We want to become a
global brand that can promote and be
recognized for these values.
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Iryuk's past collections look quite
luxurious yet very practical. These are
the clothes I want to wear right away.
Can you explain what TPO that 'Iryuk’
best suits?
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The clothes of 'Iryuk’ are suitable for occasions

where people interested in fashion and those
who consume fashion gather, I think it is
suitable for such TPOs.
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I read that 'Iryuk' focuses on the

genderless look. Then, who is the target
clients for 'Iryuk'?
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The reason we are based on genderless fashion
is that we do not want to differentiate our
customers based on their gender and age. The
target audience of 'Iryuk' is anyone who
recognizes the values of 'Iryuk' regardless of
their gender and age.
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How is genderless look different from
unisex fashion? What kind of
unconventional fashion would you
suggest for men that break the existing
fashion stereotype? Also, what do you
think of women's feminine, girlish and
glamorous fashion style?
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Unisex fashion gives a strong impression of
being for both men and women, but genderless
fashion approaches aesthetics without limiting
to gender and age. As for feminine and
glamorous women's fashion, I think that if the
design features are well utilized and
aesthetically pleasing, it can also be a perfect
fashion style.
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Please introduce the main fashion
concept and items of the 2023 'Iryuk’'.
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This collection continues to showcase the
brand's unique architectural silhouette and
experimental structural patterns, based on
research and experimentation that destroys
conventional ways of making clothes. The
harmonious work is presented.
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For items such as the final coat, a flat pattern is
created and then an additional process of
adding a three-dimensional pattern is applied
to design a unique silhouette with a natural
shape.
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What style do you usually wear? Can you
introduce the brand of the clothes you
are wearingright now?
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I usually prefer comfortable clothing. Right

now, I'm wearing an 'Iryuk' hoodie and 'Uniqlo’

training pants.
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Can you tell us about your show for this

F/W Seoul Fashion Week 2023?
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Although it's a fashion show, we planned to
focus on the clothes themselves so that the
audience could concentrate on them.

m
[

X2

toh

—

r

Q12. ‘.’:!—?—-’.f— CIXOIHEH2 BAFE
REHIAA S LA =X|R?

What kind of cultural content do you get
inspiration from?
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I do get inspiration from cultural content such
as music and movies, as well as from my own
experiences and emotions when working.
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Could you tell us who you think can best

express the style of your brand among K-
pop musicians?
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My pick for a K-pop musician who best
embodies the style of "Iryuk" is always G-
dragon (Kwon Ji-yong). Regardless of gender,
he always stands out with his stylish fashion
and stances.
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If our readers visit Seoul, where would
yourecommend them to go?
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If readers are looking for a unique experience, I
would recommend visiting Dongdaemun
Wholesale Market. The sight of many people
working hard until late at night is very
impressive and memorable.
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Please share some information with our
readers regarding where they can meet
'Iryuk' fashion.
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You can check out the "Iryuk" fashion on its
Instagram account @iryuk26, but if you want to
see the details up close, I recommend visiting
our showroom to see the actual pieces in
person.
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Please say something for our readers
who support K-Culture around the
world.
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As the status of K-culture continues to rise
around the world, it's unfortunate that K-
fashion still lags behind in terms of recognition.
Therefore, I ask for your continued support for
K-fashion as well!

----Jiyoung Lee
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